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Have you heard of this new ex-
hibit at The Museum of Vancouver 
(MOV)?  Visually stunning, City on 
Edge: A Century of Vancouver Ac-
tivism is a photo-based exhibition 
exploring how protest demonstra-
tions have shaped Vancouver’s 
identity. The exhibition is a unique 
opportunity to access rarely seen 
images capturing epic moments 
of Vancouver’s protest history 
from the Vancouver Sun and The 
Province newspaper’s’ photo 
collection. These photographs are 
exceptional historical records of 
intense and transformative 
moments in the lives of 
Vancouverites.
Definitely worth checking out!

For more info, visit 
museumofvancouver.ca

stories,community
MUSIC,FILM
&  MUCH MORE

CLASSIFIEDS

We will be launching our 
Classified ad section in 2018.   

Reach out to us now at yveads@gmail.com 
so that we can 

get your ads in there!

World Wide Hair Hub is a Canadian global hair 
replacement company with a location in Dubai, 
that has recently expanded into Bangalore India.
 This position is in Bangalore, India and World 
Wide Hair Hub will pay for your flight and  
accommodations.

Stylist will be working in an professional and 
high-end salon.  Professional appearance and 
demeanor required.
 
It is an added bonus, but not required, if you 
have worked in hair replacement company or if 
you are familiar with woman’s extensions and 
men’s and women’s hair systems.
 
Contract will be for 6 months to 1 year.
Salary:  $2000 – $2500 / month (including tax) 
take-home
India health and benefits provided
 
Interviewing starting December 6th

Please send your resumes to Elton Gotting at 
worldwidehairhub@gmail.com

WANTED
Experienced and Mature 

Contract Hair Stylist needed

Arts

City on Edge:   
A Century of Vancouver 
Activism

Live Theatre

The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe - Waterfront Theatre 
(November 25 - December 31)
Cirque Du Soleil presents Kurios 

Business

By: Sky Hayward|Photos: Paulina Keddie

Francesca Anastasi

“My mission is to inspire women 
to live a life of freedom using 
their full potential to create a 
new set of un-limiting beliefs.”  - 
Francesca Anastasi

Francesca Anastasi is the CEO 
and Founder of the Magnificent 
You – Women’s Conference which 
is coming back to Vancouver in 
March of 2018. It’s an inspirational 

two day event with a lineup of 
exhilarating guest speakers that 
every entrepreneurial woman 
should attend. Thousands of small 
businesses are created in Canada 
each year, but only 51% of new 
businesses survive past the first 
five years. Francesca teaches 
women how to fall in love with their 
businesses, so they can break 
through the barriers and flourish. 
Her goal is to help every woman 
she meets become independent 
because a woman who invests in 
herself is unstoppable. If the con-
ference is inspiring and you want 
more she is also has Breakthrough 
Strategy, Business Consulting – 
Coaching/ Mentoring company 
called Confidance which you can 
find at confidance.com.
Francesca, like a lot of us, went 
through a period of struggle in her 
life. She lost her home and her job 
in a short period of time and was 
left with fruitless job interviews 
and an uncertainty about her fu-
ture. She concluded that she had 
to employ herself. She didn’t want 

to be reliant on employment that 
could fall away at any time. Her 

first venture was to open 
a dance school which was 
slow to take off. Rather 
than ending in failure it 
set in motion a move-
ment to inspire and coach 
other women to achieve 
success. 
In addition to business 
training and inspirational 
speaking Francesca also 
created Shimmy Mob. 
It’s a belly dancing Flash 
Mob that raises money 

for a variety of women’s shelters. 
Join the movement at Shimmy-
mob.com. For motivational videos 
check out her YouTube channel, 
Succeed Against the Odds and tell 
all the women in your life to as well.

music

By: Caprice Papillion

DJ Alibaba
An Inspiring DJ Pioneer

At the end of November YVE had 
the pleasure of interviewing an 
entertainment pioneer.

He started in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
and moved to Vancouver in 1992. 
He has been active in the indus-
try since 1985 as an on-air radio 
personality, television host and DJ 
Promoter. He has DJ’d in various 
night clubs, hosted concerts & 
after-parties for the likes of Boyz 
II Men, Backstreet Boys, Kanye 
West, just to name a few! You may 
also recognize him as an on-air 
personality, he worked for CFRO 
102.7 FM, 96.1 FM, Z95.3 FM & 
The Beat 94.5 FM. I don’t want to 
spoil the interview, so please sit 
comfortably and enjoy getting to 
know DJ Alibaba!

Paula: Who is DJ Alibaba?

DJ Alibaba: DJ Alibaba is a person 
who loves God first of all, loves 
people and music. Someone that 
wants to make a difference in the 
world to make it a better place.

Paula: Where does your artistic 
name comes from?

Dj Alibaba:  This is a great story. A 
friend of mine, DJ Grand Master 
Funk, who I started DJing with 
when I moved to Winnipeg and was 
also a major promoter, went down 
to California. Around this time 
we were looking for a DJ name 
for myself. So, it was 4 o’clock 
in the morning and he called me 
collect and said “Hey Al, I got your 
name!”, and I was thinking “Why am 

PIC OF 
THE 
MONTH
By:Rashelle Campbell

Cabinet of Curiosities - Under the 
Grand Chapeau - Concord Pacific 
Place, 88 Pacific Blvd, Vancouver 
(October 19 - December 31)
The Shipment - The Clutch (Nov 
22 - Dec 2)
East Van Panto: Snow White & the 
Seven Dwarves - The York (Nov 
29 - Jan 6)
The Day Before Christmas - Gold-
corp Stage at the BMO Theatre 
Centre (Nov 16 - Dec 24)
The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
(Panto) - Coast Capital Playhouse, 
White Rock (Nov 29 - Dec 30)
Onegin - Granville Island Stage 
(Nov 23 - Dec 31)
Oh Boy - Red Gate Review Stage. 
Granville Island (Dec 1 - 3)
You Are It - The Fishbowl, Granville 
Island (Nov 29 - Dec 9)
Bibish de Kinshasa - Theatre la Sei-
zieme, Studio 16 (Nov 28 - Dec 2)
Wilderness - Studio 58 (Nov 16 - 
Dec 3)
The New Conformity - Presenta-
tion House Theatre, North Van ( 
Nov 22 - Dec 2)
Only Drunks and Children tell the 
Truth - Firehall Arts Centre (Nov 
11 - Dec 2)
Sleeping Beauty - Bernie Legge 
Theatre, New Westminster (Nov 
23 - Dec 17)
The Society for the Destitute 
Presents Titus Bouffonius - The 
Cultch Historic Theatre (Nov 22 - 
Dec 3)
The Story of My Life - Canadian 
Music Centre in BC, 837 Davie 
Street (Nov 23 - Dec 2)
Worth the Weight - XY Lounge, 
1216 Bute Street (Nov 25 - Dec 2)
Little Dickens: The Daisey Theatre 
- Historic Theatre (Dec 5 - Dec 22)
How Starwars Saved My Life - Per-
formance Works, Granville Island 
(Dec 6 - 10)
The Realistic Joneses - The Cultch 
Culture Lab (Dec 6 - Dec 17)
Beauty and the Beast - Stanley 
Industrial Alliance Stage (Dec 7 - 

Jan 13)
Bah Humbug! - SFU Woodward’s 
(Dec 7 - Dec 16)
A Christmas Carol - Gateway Thea-
tre, Richmond (Dec 7 - Dec 24)
.Memories of a Christmas Orna-
ment - Evergreen Cultural Centre, 
Coquitlam (Dec 12 - Dec 16)
The GOH Ballet: The Nutcracker 
- Centre in Vancouver for Perform-
ing Arts (Dec 14 - 19)
Cinderella (Panto) - Metro Theatre, 
SW Marine Drive (Dec 15 - Jan 6).
Christmas Presence - Pacific 
Theatre, 1440 West 12th Avenue 
(Dec 19 - 23)
Ballet BC: Alberta Ballet’s the Nut-
cracker - Queen Elizabeth Theatre 
(Dec 28 - Dec 30)

Y.V.E INTERNSHIP
Opportunities

Contact us for our internship opportunities.   We 
are looking for sales and writing interns.

Contact US
YOUR VANCOUVER ENTERTAINIMENT

yourvanent@gmail.com

Looking for  volunteer drivers this holiday season. 
call us at 604-319-9075

LOCATIONS:

NORTH & WEST
VANCOUVER
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I getting a collect phone call from 
Grand Master Funk at 4 o’clock in 
the morning”? (he laughs).  Turns 
out that he was in this club called 
Alibaba’s Cave in Los Angeles, 
California. Now, I’m originally from 
California, so he just linked the two 
together and said “I’m gonna call 
ya DJ Alibaba” and it just stuck. I 
wasn’t totally fond of the name 
at the time, but as you know we 
don’t necessarily pick our own 
nicknames, other people get to 
pick them for us. (He laughs). And 
that’s how I got my name!

Paula:  And how did DJ Alibaba’s 
story start?

DJ Alibaba: I realized a financial 
opportunity to make a career. I 
could work as a DJ three night a 
week and make as much money 
as working 40 hours a week at a 
warehouse for Western Foods, 
where I was working in Winnipeg. 
I also realized I could spend more 
time with my family so it was a no 
brainer. It all happened because 
on my third year of working in the 
warehouse, I was offered the op-
portunity to DJ for the company 
Christmas party. The following 
week, two of the senior union 
members approached me and 
said  “Why are you working in the 
company? We suggest you go and 
pursue your DJ dreams, because 
this was the best Christmas Party 
we’ve ever had.” That was kind of 
an eye opening conversation, and a 
wake up call. It took me two years 
after that to quit my job. I quit on 
the day of my fifth year anniversa-
ry to pursue my DJ career full time 
and haven’t ever looked back.

Paula: From the Military to the 
entertainment industry, that is 
fascinating. What inspired you to 
make this life change?

DJ Alibaba: I realized a financial op-
portunity to make a career. I could 
work as a DJ three night a week 
and make as much money as work-
ing 40 hours a week at a ware-
house for Western Foods, where I 
was working in Winnipeg. I also re-
alized I could spend more time with 
my family so it was a no brainer. It 
all happened because on my third 
year of working in the warehouse, I 
was offered the opportunity to DJ 
for the company Christmas party. 
The following week, two of the 
senior union members approached 
me and said  “Why are you working 
in the company? We suggest you 
go and pursue your DJ dreams, be-
cause this was the best Christmas 
Party we’ve ever had.” That was 
kind of an eye opening conversa-
tion, and a wake up call. It took me 
two years after that to quit my job. 

I quit on the day 
of my fifth year 
anniversary to 
pursue my DJ 
career full time 
and haven’t 
ever looked 
back.

Paula: May I ask 
you what trig-
gered the deci-
sion to quit your 
job after two 
years of know-
ing that your 
heart was with 
the turntable ?

DJ Alibaba: Well 
I wasn’t happy 

at my job. I wasn’t being chal-
lenged mentally but I did have a 
family to support, so I meticulously 
thought it out and said “Ok, I’m 
going to give myself another two 
years working in here”, so on my 
fifth anniversary I decided to quit 
for my own personal growth and 
happiness.

Paula: Very inspiring. Not everyone 
has the will to fight for their true 
dreams, because sometimes their 
responsibilities hold them back. 
But you are a living example that 
one just has to trust in yourself, 
fight and not give up. You are a role 
model to this new generation, but 
who are your role models?

DJ Alibaba: My mom and dad are 
my number one role models, and 
then after that would be Martin 
Luther King Jr., Muhammad Ali, Nel-
son Mandela, Bob Marley, Mother 
Teresa and so many others whose 
foundation is love.

Paula: I honestly can see that in 
you, because for example, in your 
shows, you read people and ensure 
they have a good time and finish 
their day with a smile on their face. 
Your career and your persona is all 
about giving truly to others. Even 
though you have such an exten-
sive career in the entertainment 
world you are very down to earth. 
You have hosted after-parties for 
people like Backstreet Boys and 
Kanye West, and you are also an on 
air personality, what has been one 
of the greatest memory you have 
had so far?

DJ Alibaba: I had an opportunity to 
go to Greenville, BC and DJ with a 
friend of mine, Jon Malach aka JIAL 
14. His father was a counsellor in 
Greenville, BC, at Nisgaa Village 
and they wanted to have a dance 
for the school. So they flew us 
there to DJ, we went in with an 
open mind. We brought presents, 
shirts, CDs, posters, a bunch of 
things. Not knowing what we were 
about to experience. The adults 
of the reservation prayed over 
us, and blessed me with a hat, 
hand-made, from them. That was 
the most spiritual, enlightening 
and fulfilling experience I have 
ever had as a DJ. It really just 
connected me with the people 
and their oppression of living on a 
reservation, and through that op-
pression I saw that regardless of 
their circumstances they were the 
most happy, loving, and welcoming 
people I have ever met. It was truly 
the most exceptional experience 
I’ve ever had in my DJ career, and 
that means more to me than DJing 
in front of 18,000 people.

Paula: I can only imagine how won-
derful that experience was. One 
of the greats gifts in life is when 
someone allows you to enter in 
their life. They not only did that but 
showed you a little piece of history 
with the blessed hat they gave 
you, how wonderful. What has be-
ing the most challenging obstacle 
you have overcome yet?
  
DJ Alibaba: Self doubt, and the 
doubt of others. Self doubt, not 
having the confidence, and having 
other people, and some of the 
closest people in your life, telling 
you that you can’t do it, you can’t 
make DJing your career, you can’t 
make a living out of that. As much 
as they love you, they can plant 
doubt and insecurity in your mind. 
I always say “The only people 
who say can’t are the ones who 
haven’t.”

Paula: If you could go back in time 
and talk to yourself when you were 
younger, what would you say to 
the young DJ Alibaba pursuing his 
dreams?

DJ Alibaba:   “Drop your ego!”, and 
treat everyone with respect. Don’t 
just do things for monetary rea-
sons or for self fulfillment and just 
remember, “all money ain’t good 
money”. My dad used to always say 
to me, “Yeah, that’s right Al, it’s all 
about you”, and I never understood 
until I matured. He was basically 
telling me to get over myself … 
sometimes we can be a little too 
high on ourselves.

Paula:You mentioned to me that 
you coach basketball, that you 
started coaching your daughter’s 
team. And once she graduated you 
stopped, but later on another per-
son asked you to coach again and 
you have haven’t stopped since 
then. It’s has been over twenty 
years now, what do you cherish 
most as a basketball coach?

DJ Alibaba: The impact I have in 
young people’s lives. I don’t coach 
for the win, I don’t coach to teach 
people how to play basketball. My 
number one job is to help them 
become better people. As adults 
we can learn a lot from the youth 
because they are the future, and 
as adults sometimes we spend 
more time telling them how to do 
things, how they should be, but 
we don’t listen. If we listened, we 
would be better equipped to guide 
in the right direction. My personal 
scripture, because I am a believer, 
God is my foundation and Jesus is 
my friend, is 1 John 4:4 “Greater is 
He in me, than He in the world”. My 
pastors, John and Helen Burns of 
Relate Church (Surrey) reminded 

us this past Sunday what you do 
will become history, what you 
set in motion will be your legacy. I 
want to leave a legacy, not just be 
history.

Paula:  What an inspiring life goal! 
What would be your advice for the 
new generation of entertainers?

DJ Alibaba:

- The best investment you could 
make is in yourself.
- You pay for what you don’t know.
- Say what you mean and mean 
what you say.

The three Golden Rules that I 
hope stay with them throughout 
their lives. Follow your passion, 
whatever you do always do it with 
excellence, do everything with 
integrity, do it for others not your-
self or money, do it for the love of 
it, and always be happy for other 
people’s success.

Paula: As you mentioned before, 
you want to leave a legacy and 
part of your legacy so far is your 
company Friends United Beyond 
All Race, which you use to raise 
funds for charity. How did it start?

DJ Alibaba:    Felix Banting, Burt 
Arciega and I ran a long weekend 
club party called F.U.B.A.R., and we 
wanted to do something to thank 
people for supporting us over the 
years. So Felix introduced me to 
Harold Frederiks who was manag-
ing Splashdown Park. We decided 
to do a picnic, have people come 
down and BBQ with their families. 
After a few years there was a lot 
of people coming so we decided 
to turn it into an opportunity for 
people to give towards a charity. 
So we officially started the annual 
Summer Splash event.

Then Felix somehow got me to 
quit baseball and play golf instead.  
That’s when he sprung the idea of 
us hosting a charity golf tourna-
ment, I think he set me up! (he 
laughs).

We looked for a charity and decid-
ed to raise funds for Make-A-Wish 
after we spoke with Kim Heron, 
who was the catalyst for every-
thing we do today. She invited me 
to come down to the office, and 
from the time I walked through 
the door we just hit it off. Her joke 
was that she was wondering “who 
was this black guy with all that 
bling on, looking like he’s from the 
hood?”, (he laughs). She felt the 
heart we had for people and what 
we wanted to do, that we didn’t 
have any other motives but to help 
kids and families who were going 
through difficulties. Everything got 
set in motion, and from that day 
on, I’ve been with Make-A-Wish 
ever since, it’s been approximately 
fifteen years now.

Paula:  If anyone is interested in 
making donations, how can they 
find out more information?
 
DJ Alibaba: Our page for informa-
tion and donations is friendsunit-
edbeyondallrace.com and you can 
also find my DJ information and 
what nights I spin at djalibabavan-
couver.com.
 
Paula:  I am sure our readers would 
love to check out your events, can 
you give us any spoilers for the 
next events you have coming up?

Dj Alibaba: Well I currently DJ every 
Thursday night at City Side Winery 
(Olympic Village, Vancouver), we 
call it Soul ‘N The City. On Friday 
nights I’m at the Flying Beaver 
(Richmond), Saturdays are at The 
Park at English Bay, inside The 
Best Western Plus Sand Hotel 
(Vancouver), the weekly event 
is called Soul Train Social. New 
Years Eve will be at The Hilton in 
Metrotown Vancouver with Melo 
Productions, it will be a crazy good 
party with dinner and four rooms 
of entertainment. At the end of 
the NFL season, I’ll be hosting this 
years NFL playoffs at The Clayton 
Public House (Cloverdale/Surrey) 
and The Super Bowl Party at Jack’s 
Public House (Surrey)

Paula: YVE will remind all of the 
readers about this coming events. 
I would like to thank you for your 
time, and being so kind to take this 
interview. It has been a fantastic 
experience to get to know one of 
the legends in the industry and his 
kind heart. You are such an exam-
ple. Thank you very much!

Dj Alibaba: Thank You for the 
opportunity, I appreciate it. One 
Love to everyone and… Merry 
Christmas!

By: Sky Hayward|Photos: Paulina Keddie

Jojo Mason

Jojo Mason is one of Canada’s hot-
test new country singers. Signed 
to 604 and Manicdown records 
JoJo released his first album 
entitled Both Sides of the Bar in 
June 2017 which is available eve-
rywhere, check it out. “When you 
least expect it and when you’re 
not looking for something is when 
it happens” JoJo said in YVE’s 
recent interview. Originally from 
Regina JoJo’s family relocated 
to Victoria where at 15 he got an 
opportunity to play junior hockey. 
A back injury ended his hockey 
career early and he saw his dreams 
disappear. “When you have one 
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thing that you want so bad and it 
gets taken away from you, you lose 
yourself, you lose your identity” 
he said. He went through a dark 
period. His mom realized he was 
having a hard time and moved him 
to Vancouver where he worked as 
a bartender.
 One night on his way to a friend’s 
party he stopped and bought a 
bottle of moonshine. During the 
party a man came over to him. He 
said that he’s a songwriter and he 
was having an argument with his 
co-writer earlier that day about 
a line in a song they were writing 
about drinking moonshine out of a 
jar, and here someone was drinking 
moonshine out of a jar. Argument 
won. They talked, and the man 
turned out to be Dan Swinimer 
from Manicdown Productions. He 
asked Jojo if he can sing and Jojo 
said, “I can try. I can sing in the 
shower, I can sing in the car.” Dan 
Swinimer saw the star quality in 
Jojo and gave him his card. He told 
him if he had the guts to call him 
he’d give him an hour in the studio. 
The next morning, after waking up 
on the couch, Jojo went through 
his pockets and found the card. 
After 45 minutes of deliberation 
he sent Dan a message saying he 
was interested. Dan sent him a ka-
raoke website to pick a song from. 
Jojo loves all music, R&B, country, 
soul, pop, every type of music but 
he picked a country song. A couple 
of years later and here Jojo Mason 
is topping Country charts with 4 
top 20 songs and 4 music award 
nominations. He’s touring Canada 
starting Jan 11th, 2018 with a 
sold-out performance at the Com-
modore Ballroom on Feb 10th. 
 
When asked what his biggest ac-
complishment is he said, “For me 
the biggest accomplishment has 
been watching myself grow. Y’all 
wouldn’t even recognize me back 
then, to see how far I’ve come, not 
just as a musician or guitar player 
but as a man, as a person. I feel 
like I’m grown up. It’s a long time 
since I felt consistently happy in 
almost every aspect of my life. 
There are always going to be strug-
gles but I’m so much more aware 
of my surroundings and the things 
I need to be conscious of. So, my 
biggest accomplishment so far is 
how much I’ve grown as a person, 
how happy I know I can be and how 
happy I know I deserve to be.” JoJo 
Mason is genuine and humble, and 
it comes across in everything he 
does.
“I hope everyone that reads this 
wants to jump on my journey and 
come with me. You can find me at 
jojomasonmusic.com, jojomason-
music on Instagram, Facebook and 
Twitter, I’m all over the place so I 
hope that everyone jumps on this 
journey with me. I do all my own 
social media so please reach out if 

y’all need to.” Everyone, let’s show 
JoJo some love.

Written word

YVE recently had the pleasure of 
sitting down with Vancouver based 
author Donald Brackett to talk 
Amy Winehouse, 60’s girl groups, 
and music in pop culture. 
Donald Brackett is a popular 
culture writer, an art historian, 
critic and curator. He taught art 
and design history at the Ontario 
College of Art and Design and 
George Brown College in To-
ronto. He’s a culture critic which is 
someone who identifies, analyzes, 
and judges patterns in culture. He 
writes extensively about art and 
films but says that he has always 
been obsessed with music. His 
books include Fleetwood Mac: 40 
Years of Creative Chaos and Dark 
Mirror: The Pathology of the Singer 
Songwriter.
2016 marked the 10th anniver-
sary of the multi-Grammy winning 
album Back to Black and the 5th 
anniversary of Amy Winehouse’s 
passing. Donald Brackett’s newest 
book entitled Back to Black: Amy 
Winehouse’s Only Masterpiece, 
published the same year, com-
memorated the momentous 
impact of both of these events. 
Winehouse only released two 
studio albums, Frank in 2003 and 
Back to Black in 2006. Where 
Frank is lighter and more poppy; 
Back to Black is deeper and darker 
with a much more polished studio 
sound. In Brackett’s opinion Back 
to Black is the most perfect pop 
album ever recorded with the title 
track Back to Black being the most 
perfect pop song ever recorded. 
Amy Winehouse’s autobiographi-
cal lyrics and love of the 60’s girl 
group sound led producers Salaam 
Remi and Mark Ronson to help 
her hone her soul – jazz style and 
achieve the sound she had been 
looking for.
Instead of writing about the 
tragedy of her short life and fatal 
addictions as numerous others 
already have he focuses on the 
making of what he considers her 
only masterpiece. He details the 

By: Sky Hayward

Donald Brackett

Movies

Christmas with 
Cineplex Odeon

●  ELF - Playing on the big screen 
on December 2nd.  Playing at 
Cineplex Odeon International 
Village, Metropolis, Riverport and 
Coquitlam.

●  Miracle on 34th Street - Play-
ing on the big screen on December 
2nd.  Playing at The Park Theatre 
(Cambie), Park & Tilford, Metropo-
lis, Riverport and Coquitlam.

●  Polar Express in 3D - Playing 
on the Big Screen on December 
9th.  Playing at Cineplex Odeon 
International Village, Metropolis, 
Riverport, Coquitlam.

●  Miracle on 34th Street - 
Playing on the big screen on 
December 2nd.  Playing at The Park 
Theatre (Cambie), Park & Tilford, 
Metropolis, Riverport and 
Coquitlam.

Recurring

TheatreSports (Tues-Wed, Fri-Sat), 
Vancouver TheatreSports League, 
Improv Centre, Granville Island
Christmas Queen 4 – Secret 
Santa (Wed-Sat, Nov. 22-Dec. 23), 
Vancouver TheatreSports League, 
Improv Centre, Granville Island
Improv Wars - The Laughing Jedi 
(Thurs-Sat), Vancouver Theatre-
Sports League, Improv Centre, 
Granville Island
OK Tinder (Fri-Sat), Vancouver 
TheatreSports League, Improv 
Centre, Granville Island
Top Talent Showcase, Yuk Yuks, 
Vancouver (Tuesdays, 8:00 PM)
Rookie Night (Sun), Vancouver 
TheatreSports League, Improv 
Centre, Granville Island
Instant Theatre presents Improv 
Theatre,  Havana, Vancouver 
(Fridays and Saturdays, 10:30 PM), 
(Sundays, 7:30 / 9:00 PM)
Monday Night Laugh Gallery with 
Graham Clark,  Havana, Vancouver 
(9:00 PM)
Little Mountain Improv, Little 
Mountain Gallery, Vancouver (tues-
days, 8:30 / 10:00 PM)
ProAm Comedy,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (Tuesdays, 8:30 PM)
Amateur Night, Yuk Yuks, Vancou-
ver (Wednesdays, 8:00 PM)
Comedy Showcase,  the Comedy 
Mix, Vancouver (Wednesdays, 
8:30 PM)
Blind Tiger Comedy, Little Moun-
tain Gallery, Vancouver (Wednes-

day & Thursday, 8:00 / 10:00 PM)
#NoFilter (Thurs), Vancouver Thea-
treSports League, Improv Centre, 
Granville Island
Open Mic, Yuk Yuks, Vancouver 
(Thursdays, 10:00 PM)
Jokes Please!, Little Mountain Gal-
lery, Vancouver (9:00 / 10:30 PM)

Friday, December 1 2017
Bobby Lee / Kathleen McGee, Yuk 
Yuks, Vancouver (8:00 PM)
Blind Tiger Comedy, Little Moun-
tain Gallery, Vancouver (8:00 / 
10:00 PM)
Charlie Demers,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:00 / 10:30 PM)
Jerry Seinfeld,  Abbotsford Centre, 
Abbotsford (7:30 PM)

Saturday, December 2 2017
Bobby Lee / Kathleen McGee, Yuk 
Yuks, Vancouver (7:00 / 9:30 PM)
Carmelahhh! Comedy, Little 
Mountain Gallery, Vancouver (8:00 
/ 10:00 PM)
Charlie Demers,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:00 / 10:30 PM)

Thursday, December 7 2017
Kyle Jones / James Kennedy / Dion 
Arnold, Yuk Yuks, Vancouver (8:00 
PM)
Gabriel Rutledge,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:30 PM)
Friday, December 8 2017
Kyle Jones / James Kennedy / Dion 
Arnold, Yuk Yuks, Vancouver (8:00 
PM)
Phantom Signal, Little Mountain 
Gallery, Vancouver (8:00 / 10:00 
PM)
Gabriel Rutledge,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:00 / 10:30 PM)
Oh Man!,  Havana, Vancouver
Saturday, December 9 2017
Kyle Jones / James Kennedy / Dion 
Arnold, Yuk Yuks, Vancouver (7:00 
/ 9:30 PM)
Proud of You, Little Mountain Gal-
lery, Vancouver (8:00 / 10:00 PM)
Gabriel Rutledge,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:00 / 10:30 PM)
Oh Man!,  Havana, Vancouver
Thursday, December 14 2017
Cedric Newman / Richard Lett / 
Chris Gaskin , Yuk Yuks, Vancouver 
(8:00 PM)
Chris Locke,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:30 PM)
Friday, December 15 2017
Cedric Newman / Richard Lett / 
Chris Gaskin , Yuk Yuks, Vancouver 
(8:00 PM)
Grad School Improv, Little Moun-
tain Gallery, Vancouver (8:00 / 
10:00 PM)
Chris Locke,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:00 / 10:30 PM)
Saturday, December 16 2017
Cedric Newman / Richard Lett / 
Chris Gaskin , Yuk Yuks, Vancouver 
(7:00 / 9:30 PM)
BloodFeud Comedy, Little Moun-
tain Gallery, Vancouver (8:00 / 
10:00 PM)
Garbage Sisters, Little Mountain 
Gallery, Vancouver (10:30 / 11:30 
PM)
Chris Locke,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:00 / 10:30 PM)
Wednesday December 20 2017
Roast Battle, Little Mountain Gal-
lery, Vancouver (9:00 / 10:30 PM)
Thursday, December 21 2017
Kevin Banner,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:30 PM)
Friday, December 22 2017
Jane Stanton / John Cullen / Steve 
McGowan , Yuk Yuks, Vancouver 
(8:00 PM)
The Brett Martin Show , Yuk Yuks, 
Vancouver (10:30 PM)

Kevin Banner,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:00 / 10:30 PM)
Saturday, December 23 2017
Jane Stanton / John Cullen / Steve 
McGowan , Yuk Yuks, Vancouver 
(9:30 PM)
Kevin Banner,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:00 / 10:30 PM)
Thursday, December 28 2017
Ivan Decker,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:30 PM)
Friday, December 29 2017
Kathleen McGee, Yuk Yuks, Van-
couver (8:00 PM)
Damonde Tschritter / Amber 
Harper-Young , Yuk Yuks, Vancou-
ver (8:00 PM)
The List, Little Mountain Gallery, 
Vancouver (8:00 / 10:00 PM)
Ivan Decker,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:00 / 10:30 PM)
Saturday, December 30 2017
Kathleen McGee \ Damonde 
Tschritter / Amber Harper-Young ,  
Yuk Yuks, Vancouver (9:30 PM)
Weird Al Karaoke!, Little Mountain 
Gallery, Vancouver (9:00 / 11:00 
PM)
Ivan Decker,  the Comedy Mix, 
Vancouver (8:00 / 10:30 PM)
Sunday, December 31 2017
New Years Eve Special Show , Yuk 
Yuks, Vancouver (10:00 PM)
New Years Eve Triple Bill,  the Com-
edy Mix, Vancouver (10:00 PM)

development of the iconic Back to 
Black album. It’s about the evolu-
tion of Amy as the jazz singer she 
was and the magnificent musi-
cians, the Dap-Kings that backed 
her in studio and on tour. This 
album gave us the raw emotion 
of a young woman going through 
heartbreak that is still as poignant 
today as when she wrote it over 
ten years ago. Back to Black: Amy 
Winehouse’s Only Masterpiece is 
the celebration of music and of 
a talent that when managed to 
be captured in the right way lives 
forever.

COMEDY
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Photography Care of Pinnacle Hotel Harbourfront

If you’re looking for a family-friendly way to ring in the New Year, 
Pinnacle Hotel Harbourfront, located in Coal Harbour at 1133 
West Hastings Street, is holding their 3rd annual New Year’s Eve 
Celebration.

The doors open at 6:00 pm followed by a delicious sit down buf-
fet dinner at 6:30 pm. The evening includes a live DJ and family 
entertainment. The countdown is at 9 pm, “East Coast Time,” so 
the little ones can join in. 

Tickets sell out quickly so get yours right away! 
Go to www.eventbrite.ca for tickets and event information.

Family 
New Year’s Eve Celebration

By: Sky Hayward

Hillary 
Clinton Book Tour

American politician and former United 
States Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton is coming to Vancouver on 
Wednesday, December 13th, 2017. 
She will be in town for her new book 
tour, Hillary Clinton: Live that is travel 
across Canada and the United States.
Her new book is her memoir and 
discusses such things as how to get 
up after a tough loss, challenges she 
faced and overcame, and, how you can 
look ahead to future challenges.
There are numerous ticket options 
but if you have a few thousand extra 
cash in pocket the VIP platinum ticket 
will get you a meet and greet with the 
former First Lady.

Location: Vancouver Convention 
Centre (West) - 1055 Canada Place, 
Vancouver
Admission: $79 - $3000
Time: 11:00 a.m.
Date: Wednesday December 13th, 
2017

Holiday Heights

Warm up inside the tropical dome while enjoy-
ing the exotic birds, lush gardens and holiday 
light display produced by MK Illumination.
Find all the hidden penguins in the arctic oasis 
for our holiday-themed scavenger hunt. Enjoy 
the evening city views and lit fountains at 
Queen Elizabeth Park.

Lots of things to see and do at a family-friendly price!
Where:  Queen Elizabeth Park, The main entrance to the Bloedel Conservatory is located off 33rd Avenue 
between Cambie and Main Streets.

Dates:  December 15 - January 7 (Closed on Dec 25)
Hours Of Operation:   10:00am - 8:00pm daily

TIPS:  Free parking is available during event hours only at the parking lot by the fountains (other parking in 
the park is charged).

By: Caprice Papillion

Holiday Traditions
at the Vancouver Aquarium

Photo: Vancouver Aquarium

The Vancouver Aquarium is offering up some magical Christmas fun for 
everyone! From magical aquatic displays, to Scuba Claus, and many dif-
ferent special seasonal activities.
Holiday Traditions Start With Scuba Claus
The holidays aren’t complete without a visit with Scuba Claus. Watch the 
jolly old man in the red suit (and black flippers) swim with the fish in the 
Wild Coast and Strait of Georgia exhibits.  Scuba Claus dives daily from 
November 24 to December 24.

Holiday Traditions Always Include Rudolph

This magical 4-D experience means you will not only watch Rudolph on 
his epic adventure, you will feel it. You’ll feel the snow against your face 
and a rumble in your chair as the Abominable Snow Monster appears.
Holiday Traditions Last Forever With Scuba Claus Photos
Capture the magic of your holiday visit forever and pose for a photo with 
the one and only, Scuba Claus. Wetsuit not required.  Scuba Claus is only 
here from November 24 to December 24.
Holiday Traditions Sparkle In The New Jelly Snow Globe
New this year, we have transformed the jellyfish exhibit into an awe-
inspiring snow globe. With a light display this spectacular, even Santa’s 
elves would be jelly.
Holiday Traditions Always Include The Eel-lectric Lights Show
Prepare yourself for a shocking holiday display as the Aquarium’s electric 
eels light up a Christmas tree using only the electricity in their bodies.
Holiday Traditions Continue With The Kelp Forest Maze
As you find your way through the Kelp Forest Maze, you’ll encounter all 
kinds of surprises. You will learn all about life under the sea, discover 
festive photo opportunities, and you may even stumble across a jolly old 
man in a red suit.
Holiday Traditions Always Include a Scavenger Hunt
Each month at Vancouver Aquarium, staff nominate their favorite 
animals. We have rounded up these staff picks from the past year to 
make it easy for you to take part in a unique self-guided scavenger hunt.  
The scavenger hunt takes place from December 25, 2017 to January 7, 
2018.

●  DATE:  November 22, 2017 - January 7, 2018 (Recurring daily)

●  Location: Vancouver Aquarium

●  Address: 845 Avison Way, Stanley Park, Vancouver

For more information please visit vanaqua.org

By: Caprice Papillion

WinterDance
#onrobson

On December 1st and 2nd, Win-
ter’s Dance #onRobson returns 
to kick off the holiday season! 
Presented by the Robson Street 
Business Association (RSBA), 
‘The Snow Queen’ will take centre 
stage at 1155 Robson Street at 6 
p.m. each night.
In collaboration with Small Stage, 
a local non-profit dance organi-
zation, a short, whimsical story 
about a Snow Queen and her 
kingdom has been created that 
will be projected onto the John 
Robson Building creating a winter 
wonderland amidst the hustle and 
bustle of Robson Street. Perfor-
mances will be repeated every 15 
minutes throughout the evening 
until 9 p.m. each night.
To add to the holiday experience, 
extra cheer will be served up with 
hot cups of cocoa and sweet 

Ollie Quinn
By: Sky Hayward  |  Photos:  Paulina Keddie

Buying eyeglasses can be very 
expensive but it doesn’t have to 
be. Ollie Quinn is an independent 
eyewear brand from the UK with 
6 new locations in the Lower 
Mainland. They have a large selec-
tion of colors, sizes and styles 
to choose from in prescription 
glasses and sunglasses. The 
frames and lenses are sold as 
a single unit for a single price, 
just $145. High index lenses are 
just $245 and your glasses are 
available in a week or two weeks 
for more complicated prescrip-
tions. The way they are able to 
keep the costs low is by designing 
the frames in house and cutting 
the high quality lenses locally. 
Ollie Quinn works directly with the 
manufacturers so they don’t have 
extra costs therefore they don’t 
have to charge the customer 
extra. The focus is on quality and 
style and working with the com-
munity.
Each boutique was designed by 
in-house architects to have a 
modern, clean aesthetic. Design-
ers work with local furniture sup-
pliers and craftspeople to reflect 
the neighborhood of the store 
so no two boutiques are alike. 
Ollie Quinn hires people who are 
excited about their mission and 
you can see that in their customer 
service. They’re friendly and eager 
to help. Many Ollie Quinn locations 
have in-store opticians that offer 
eye exams so you know you’re 
getting the best lenses for you.
Vancouver locations are: Gastown 
(303 Cambie Street), Downtown 
Vancouver (555 Burrard Street), 
Main street (3795 Main Street), 
Commercial Drive (1928 Commer-
cial Drive), Kitsilano (2082 West 
4th Street) Burnaby (Metrotown 
4700 Kingsway). It sounds too 
good to believe but drop in and 
check them out.

treats for spectators in need of 
warming up and refueling. Please 
note that Robson Street will 
remain open to vehicle traffic.
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  Friday, December 1 2017

Vancouver Chamber Choir – Re-
joice! European Carols & Readings 
concert at Dunbar’s Ryerson 
United Church at 2195 West 45th 
Avenue.
Handel’s Messiah - Vancouver 
Playhouse
The National - Queen Elizabeth 
Theatre (8:00 PM)
Current Swell - Sugar Nightclub
Odd Squad Productions 20th Anni-
versary Fundraising Gala - Pinnacle 
Hotel Harbourfront
Rick Estrin and the Nightcats - Rio 
Theatre
Sales - Biltmore
A Prairie Christmas - Evergreen 
Cultural Centre
Classics of Broadway - Orpheum 
Theatre
Only Joy Aloud - Kay Meek Centre
Powerclown and Ham Wailin’ - Rick-
shaw Theatre
Rejoice: European Carols and 
Readings - Dunbar Ryerson United 
Church
Shabazz Palaces - Cobalt
The Unknown Soldiers - The Pub 
340
Beatginnings 1 Year Anniversary - 
Fortune Sound Club
Com Truise - Open Studios
Slow - Fox Cabaret
Luttrell - Celebrities Nightclub
Tim Neufeld and the Glory Boys - 
White Rock Baptist Church
Ann Mortifee - Christ Church 
Cathedral
The Quixotic Neurotics and Bridg-
es to Royal - The Roxy Cabaret

   Saturday, December 2 2017

Vancouver Welshmen’s Choir – 
“Sounds of Christmas” at 1657 
140th Street at 2:30 pm
The Unknown Soldiers - The Pub 
340
Only Joy Aloud - Kay Meek Centre
Classics of Broadway - Orpheum 
Theatre
The National - Queen Elizabeth 
Theatre (8:00 PM)
Tennis, Wild Ones - The Cobalt ( 
8:00 PM)
William Prince with Guest Justin 
Lacroix - Rio Theatre on Broadway - 
Vancouver (8:00 PM)
Current Swell - Sugar Nightclub
Handel’s Messiah - Vancouver 
Playhouse
Vancouver Canucks vs. Maple 
Leafs - Rogers Arena
Dirty Betty Show - Cafe Deux 
Soleils
Louis the Child - Vogue Theatre
Brasstronaut - Biltmore Cabaret
Slow - Fox Cabaret
William Prince - Rio Theatre
Taboo Queen and Garrett - The 
Roxy Cabaret

  Sunday,  December 3  2017

Old School Sundays – Calabash 
Bistro
Sunday Night Live – 3201 Moun-
tain Highway

Handel’s Messiah - Kay Meek 
Centre
Black Gardenia - ANZA Club
Christmas with the Bach Choir – 
at 2 pm at the Orpheum at 601 
Smithe Street in Vancouver.
Kenny G – The Miracles Holiday & 
Hits Tour at the Queen Elizabeth 
Theatre.
Jazz Vespers in Surrey – 8855 
156th Street between 4:00 and 
5:00 pm. By donation.
Katherine Penfold - Frankie’s Jazz 
Club
Emily Taylor Adams - The Roxy 
Cabaret
Trespass - Pacific Theatre
Tolan Shaw and Sister Speak - Guilt 
& Co

Monday, December 4 2017

Reggae Night Jamdown – Calabash 
Bistro
Soul Train Social – The Park at Eng-
lish Bay (1755 Davie Street)
A Symphonic Tribute to the Music 
of Prince - Orpheum Theatre
Pixies - Queen Elizabeth Theatre

Tuesday, December 5 2017

Good Life Sundays – Every Sunday 
Republic Nightclub
The Return: Naked Girls Reading - 
Projection Room at Fox Cabaret
Vancouver Canucks vs. Carolina - 
Rogers Arena.
Vancouver Giants vs. Portland - 
Langley Events Centre at 7:00 pm.
Brit Floyd - Immersion World Tour 
2017 - Queen Elizabeth Theatre 
(8:00 PM)
Franz Ferdinand - Commodore 
Ballroom (doors 8:00 PM, Show 
9:00 PM)

Wednesday,December 6 2017

A Jann Arden Christmas with the 
VSO – at 8:00 pm at the Orpheum 
at 601 Smithe Street in Vancou-
ver.
Vancouver Canucks vs. Philadel-
phia - Rogers Arena.
Good Lovelies - WISE Hall
Shiny - Left of Main
Leif Vollebeck, Isaac Taylor - Impe-
rial (9:00 PM)
The Killers - Doug Mitchell Thun-
derbird Sports Centre
Franz Ferdinand - Commodore 
Ballroom (doors 8:00 PM, Show 
9:00 PM)
Diana Krall - Queen Elizabeth 
Theatre
Unsane and Plaque Marks - The 
Cobalt
Dead Country Gentlemen - The 
Roxy Cabaret

Thursday, December 7 2017

Shiny - Left of Main
Vancouver Canucks vs. Flyers - 
Rogers Arena
Guitar Cabaret - ANZA Club
A Twin Kennedy Christmas - Ever-
green Cultural Centre
Grizzly Bear - Orpheum Theatre
Not so Silent Night - Commodore 
Ballroom
Emily Haines and the Soft 
Skeleton - Chan Centre for the 
Performing Arts

Dear Rouge - Commodore Ballroom
Brenmar - Fortune Sound Club

Friday, December 8 2017

Shiny - Left of Main
Christmas Celebration of Music 
and Dance - Massey Theatre
Diana Krall - Queen Elizabeth 
Theatre
From New York: Champian Fulton 
Quartet
Jhene Aiko - Vogue Theatre
Patterson Hood - Fox Cabaret
The Pack A.D - Rickshaw Theatre
Metz - Cobalt
Cindy Wilson and Sarah Jaffe - The 
Railway Club

  Saturday, December 9 2017

Singing Christmas Tree – Broadway 
Church at 2700 East Broadway at 
3 and 7 pm.
Shiny - Left of Main
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra –  
4:00 and 7:30 pm at 1022 Nelson 
Street.
Vancouver Bach Choir – Handel’s 
Messiah at 8 pm at the Orpheum 
at 601 Smithe Street in Vancou-
ver.
Vancouver Giants vs. Kootenay 
ICE - Langley Events Centre at 
7:00 pm.
From New York: Champian Fulton 
Quartet
Peace on Earth - Queen Elizabeth 
Theatre Plaza
Winter Concert of Dance - Centen-
nial Theatre
Hundred Waters - Fox Cabaret
Julian Baker - Rickshaw Theatre
Dash Berlin - Harbour Event Centre
Eli & Fur - M.I.A.
Davenport - The Roxy Cabaret
Kasey Riot - The Waldorf Hotel
Tyler Skyy - 333

  Sunday,  December 10 2017

Singing Christmas Tree – Broadway 
Church at 2700 East Broadway at 
7:30 pm.
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra – 
7:30 pm at 1022 Nelson Street.
Jazz Vespers in Surrey – 8855 
156th Street between 4:00 and 
5:00 pm. By donation.
3rd Annual Sunday Soul Brunch - 
The Emerald

  Monday, December 11 2017

Old School Sundays – Calabash 
Bistro
Sunday Night Live – 3201 Moun-
tain Highway
Jay-Z - Rogers Arena

  Tuesday, December 12 2017

Reggae Night Jamdown – Calabash 
Bistro
Soul Train Social – The Park at Eng-
lish Bay (1755 Davie Street)
Charlie Hunter Trio - BlueShore 
Financial Centre for the Perform-
ing Arts
Alex Lahey - Cobalt

  Wednesday, December 13 2017

Good Life Sundays – Every Sunday 
Republic Nightclub 

Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 
– 7:30 pm at 1988 56th Street in 
Delta.
Vancouver Canucks vs. Nashville 
at Rogers Arena.
Collie Buddz - Venue
Taylor James Music - Two Lions

  Thursday, December 14 2017

Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 
– A Christmas Tradition concert at 
4:00 and 7:30 pm at the Kay Meek 
Centre at 1700 Mathers Avenue in 
West Vancouver.
Keep It All Year - Rickshaw Theatre
Music for the Winter Solstice - 
Heritage Hall
We Three Queens - Kay Meek 
Centre
Cam and Logan Mize - Commodore 
Ballroom
CR Avery - Rio Theatre
Che Aimee Dorval - Fox Cabaret
Ornament & Crime - The Railway 
Club
Matt Kingsley - The Fringe

  Friday, December 15 2017

Vancouver Giants vs. Victoria - 
Langley Events Centre at 7:30 pm.
Vancouver Canucks vs. San Jose - 
Rogers Arena.
Singing Christmas Tree – Broadway 
Church at 2700 East Broadway at 
7:30 pm.
Christmas with Chor Leoni – at 
4:30 and 8 pm at 1022 Nelson 
Street in Vancouver.
Good Noise Vancouver Gospel 
Choir – Jazz vocalist Maureen 
Washington at 8 pm at 690 Bur-
rard
Vancouver Symphony Orches-
tra – 4:00 and 7:30 pm at 2300 
Lonsdale Avenue
Deathmas Festivus - Rickshaw 
Theatre
Siobhan Walsh Group: A Tribute 
to Aretha Franklin - Frankie’s Jazz 
Club

  Saturday, December 16 2017

Singing Christmas Tree – Broadway 
Church at 2700 East Broadway at 
7:30 pm.
Nutcracker with Goh Ballet – at 
the Centre at 777 Homer Street at 
2:00 and 7:30 pm.
Vancouver Chamber Choir – Ba-
roque Christmas, Orpheum Theatre 
at 601 Smithe Street.
Good Noise Vancouver Gospel 
Choir – Jazz vocalist Maureen 
Washington, 3 and 8 pm, 690 Bur-
rard Street
Christmas with Chor Leoni –4:30 
pm, 2062 Esquimalt Avenue in 
West Vancouver.
Vancouver Welshmen’s Choir – 
1550 West 33rd Avenue at 7:30 
pm.
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra – 
4:00 and 7:30 pm at 6250 144th 
Street in Surrey.
Marcus Mosley & the Gospel 
Chorale – Mount Seymour United 
Church from 7 to 9 pm. 

  Sunday,  December 17 2017

Vancouver Canucks vs. Calgary - 
Rogers Arena.

Singing Christmas Tree – Broadway 
Church at 2700 East Broadway at 
7:30 pm.
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra – 
4:00 and 7:30 pm, 7373 Macpher-
son Avenue in Burnaby.
Barr Brothers - Imperial
Emily Chambers - River Rock 
Casino

  Monday, December 18 2017

Old School Sundays – Calabash 
Bistro
Sunday Night Live – 3201 Moun-
tain Highway

  Tuesday, December 19 2017

Reggae Night Jamdown – Calabash 
Bistro
Soul Train Social – The Park at Eng-
lish Bay (1755 Davie Street)
Vancouver Canucks vs. Montreal - 
Rogers Arena.
Nutcracker with Goh Ballet – at 
the Centre at 777 Homer Street at 
7:30 pm.

  Wednesday, December 20 2017

Good Life Sundays – Every Sunday 
Republic Nightclub
Taylor James Music - Sylvia Hotel

  Thursday, December 21 2017

Winter Solstice Lantern Festival 
–at Granville Island, Chinatown, 
Yaletown and Strathcona
Christmas with the Rat Pack - Hard 
Rock Casino (8:00 PM)
Xavier Omar - Fox Cabaret
The Funk Hunters - Commodore 
Ballroom
Alison Crowe - The Cultch

  Friday, December 22 2017

An Olde English Christmas - River 
Rock Casino
Mark Farina - The Imperial
The Funk Hunters - Commodore 
Ballroom
Jingle Bells Night - Lafarge Lake in 
Town Centre Park
Mei Lanfang Beijing Opera Troupe - 
Queen Elizabeth Theatre
Shaun Frank and Delaney Jane - 
Venue Nightclub
Rachael Schroeder - The Roxy 
Cabaret

  Saturday, December 23 2017

H.R. MacMillan Space Centre Cos-
mic Nights 2017 - H.R. MacMillan 
Space Centre - 1100 Chestnut 
Street, Vancouver
Vancouver Canucks vs. St. Louis - 
Rogers Arena.
Dark Xmas - Astoria Pub (9PM - 
2AM)
Billy Kenny - M.I.A.

  Sunday,  December 24 2017

Dark Xmas - Astoria Pub (9PM - 
2AM)
Monday, December 25 2017
Old School Sundays – Calabash 
Bistro
Sunday Night Live – 3201 Moun-
tain Highway
Tuesday, December 26 2017

City 
events
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RANT  

By: C.A. Lowe

WHERE DOES OUR 
OBSESSIVE NEED TO

consume come from?  

RANT

Some say we are driven to fill the void within us.  Mother Te-
resa called this ‘spiritual deprivation’.  Some would say that we 
have become a weak, lazy minded people focused only on our 
personal wants and needs, turning a blind eye to the effect our 
spending habits have on our planet.  Whatever the reason, it’s 
not a pretty picture.

●  By the age of 6 months, the average Canadian has consumed 
the same amount of resources as the average person in the 
developing world consumes in a lifetime. (Recycling Council of 
Ontario)

●  In a lifetime, the average North American will throw away 600 
times his or her adult weight in garbage. A 68 kg adult will leave a 
legacy of 40,825 kg of trash. (Natural Resources Canada)

Initially there were Three R’s – REUSE  REDUCE  RECYCLE    Now, 
we’re down to one R… Recycle.  Years ago, recycle meant to 
actually re-use something.  Recycle now means throw whatever 
you don’t want in a bin and let someone else deal with it.  Most 
people can’t even get that right – it just takes too much effort 
to read the info on the bin to determine what you can or can-

not put in that bin.   But it probably doesn’t really matter anyway, 
does it?   Only about 6% of plastics collected from bins is actually 
‘recycled’ into something else.  Where does the rest go?  Good 
question.   In 2013 there were 10,000 landfill sites in Canada.  I 
expect there are more now.
Twenty years ago, or so, consumer demand was directed at manu-
facturers to cut down on the packaging of products.  

Recently, it seems, this trend has reversed.  It’s not unusual to 
buy something that has three layers of unnecessary packag-
ing.  In fact, it’s the multi-layers of presentation that are the big 
draw, secondary to the product inside.   We are lulled (by our own 
desire to possess) into thinking it’s alright to buy this excess.  
It’s recyclable, right?  Sure, it has the right symbol, but will it be?  
Highly unlikely.   But it eases our conscience to believe it will be 
taken care of responsibly (by someone, certainly not us!).  But 
we wouldn’t want to deny ourselves, would we?  But we can’t be 
without the latest mascara or scented laundry or flavoured coffee 
pod.   And others will buy anyway, so why not me?   It’s the old ‘one 

person doesn’t make a differ-
ence’ argument.

We’re brainwashed into think-
ing that plastic junk manu-
factured at an unknown cost 
to our environment is ‘cute’ 
and even necessary to our 
momentary fulfillment and our 
children’s happiness, often 
at a cost to their health.  Are 
there tests done on the safety 
of the plastics that our chil-
dren handle for hours every 
day?    Meanwhile, stores and 
manufacturers make a killing on 
these products that give us a 
momentary lift before they end 
up as landfill.  We should feel 
foolish for being taken so badly.
Some might say, because it 
doesn’t take any actual effort, 
that climate change is just the 
natural evolution of our planet.  
But what if it isn’t?  It feels to 
me like that’s a very large risk 

to take.

‘By living lightly, we 
enrich our lives’ 
-George Monbiot

Reggae Night Jamdown – Calabash 
Bistro
Soul Train Social – The Park at Eng-
lish Bay (1755 Davie Street)
Contact Winter Music Festival 
– a music festival at BC Place 
Stadium.

  Wednesday, December 27 2017

Good Life Sundays – Every Sunday 
Republic Nightclub
Contact Winter Music Festival – a 
two-day music festival at BC Place 
Stadium.
Vancouver Giants vs. Everett - 
Langley Events Centre at 7:00 pm.

  Thursday, December 28 2017

Vancouver Canucks vs. Chicago - 
Rogers Arena
Stereo8 - The Roxy Cabaret
Friday, December 29 2017

Charles Bradley and his Extraordi-

naires - Commodore Ballroom
Vindata - Venue

  Saturday, December 30 2017

Vancouver Giants vs. Prince 
George - Langley Events Centre at 
7:00 pm.
Vancouver Canucks vs. Los Ange-
les - Rogers Arena.

  Sunday, December 31 2017

Nye with the Temptations Revue - 
River Rock Casino (5:00 PM)
Classic Rock-n-Roll NYE Celebra-
tion (Dinner/Show) - Hard Rock 
Casino (7:00 PM)
New Year’s Eve @ Asylum - Hard 
Rock Casino (7:30 PM)
Nye with the Temptations Revue - 
River Rock Casino (9:00 PM)
Classic Rock-n-Roll NYE Celebra-
tion (Show) - Hard Rock Casino 
(9:30 PM)
Frozen In Time NYE 2018 Vancou-

ver - Harbour Event Centre
New Years Eve 2018 Glitz and 
Glamour Gala - Hilton Vancouver 
Metrotown
Metropolis Noir New Year’s Eve: An 
Evening of the Tragically Hip Songs 
- Rickshaw Theatre
True North NYE - Vancouver 
Convention Centre West, Canada 
Place
SJS NYE 2017 - Commodore 
Ballroom
Illuminate NYE - Opus
Bonnie Scott AC/DC Tribute NYE 
Party - Pat’s Pub
Prohibition New Year’s Eve Party - 
Rosewood Hotel Georgia
Black Wizard & Black Breath - The 
Rickshaw
Elements Casino NYE - Elements 
Casino
Burton Cummings - Hard Rock 
Casino Vancouver
QuiRING in the New Year - Every 
Cultural Centre
New Years at the Hotel Vancouver 

- Fairmont Hotel Vancouver
NYE 2017 Waterfront Gala Ball - 
Fairmont Waterfront
Cirque Gala NYE 2017 - Fivesixty 
Nightclub
Fortune Sound NYE - Fortune 
Sound Club
Frontliner New Years Eve - Harbour 
Event Centre
Hazelmere New Year’s Eve Gala - 
Hazelmere Golf  Tennis Club
Carnival NYE ‘17 - Lux Lounge
Party 2017 with Loverboy - Hard 
Rock Casino Vancouver
Jubilee Hall New Year’s Extrava-
ganza - 7989 Bradner Road, Ab-
botsford
Magic Yacht Tours: New Year’s Eve 
Cruise - Western Bayshore Marina
Golden Age NYE 2017 - Roof 
Garten
New Year’s Eve Extravaganza Club 
Crawl 2017 - party bus to all the 
hot clubs
New Year’s Eve Murder Mystery 
Dinner & Dancing - Brock House 

Restaurant
Final Countdown to Midnight with 
Brian “Elvis” Simpson - Admiral Pub 
& Grill
Telus World of Science New Year’s 
Eve 2017 - Telus World of Science
Koan Sound - The Red Room on 
Richards
Emily Chambers - Pan Pacific Hotel 
Vancouver
Concord NYE Vancouver - Burrard 
Landing and Coal Harbour
Fraser Valley First Night 2017 - Ab-
botsford Tradex
Mount Seymour: Family Night - 
Mount Seymour
NYE at Castle Fun Park - Castle 
Fun Park, Abbotsford
Whistler New Year’s Eve Celebra-
tion - Multiple Venues, Whistler
The Family-Friendly New Year’s Eve 
Variety SHow - Norman Rothstein 
Theatre
New Year’s Eve Pizza Party - Rocky 
Mountain Flatbread Locations



December is here, the last month of the year!! Let’s close this year with a golden broach! I challenge you to try 
this small ab routine . Every day for 31 days, no matter what, wake up 15 min early, drink a big glass of water and 
do this small routine! Repeat 15 min before bedtime.
 
20 Bicycle crunches
20 Reverse crunches
20 Leg raises
20 side oblique crunches ( each side)
20 Kick Down Crunches

Beach bodies
are built in 
winter!
By: Paula Zerpa

Photo: Sassy Fit Girl

FITNESS
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Nigeria’s First Bobsled Team
By: Caprice Papillion

The Nigerian women’s bobsled team. (Obi Grant)

Nigeria’s women’s bobsled team has 
qualified for the 2018 Winter Olympics.
Yes you heard that right … this is 
possibly the greatest story since Cool 
Running - 30 years ago.  For those of 
you that don’t know that was when 
Jamaica made bobsledding history and 
their Jamaican men’s bobsleigh team 
competed at the Calgary Olympics in 
1988.
This amazing Nigerian women’s bob-
sleigh team made history on Wednes-
day, November 15th, becoming the first 
African team ever to qualify for a Winter Olympics in the event.  They also will be the first Nigerian athletes ever 
to compete in the Winter Olympics.
This team is very new and was only formed in 2016.   

The team consists of driver Seun Adigun, brakemen Ngozi Onwumere and Akuoma Omega.   They successfully 
qualified for the event over five races held in Utah, Whistler and Calgary.

The Nigerian bobsled team has a very accomplished track and field background. Adigun competed for Nigeria 
in the 2012 London Games as a hurdler and ran at the University of Houston. Onwumere won two medals as a 
sprinter at the 2015 African Games, and Omeoga was a sprinter at Minnesota.

In a recent interview with NBC posted to Onwumere’s Instagram account, the team said most people are sur-
prised to learn that they do the bulk of their training in warm weather.

“We are from a continent that would never imagine sliding down ice at 80 or 90 miles per hour,” Adigun said to 
BBC in March. “The idea of getting people to take to that in itself is empowering.”  Adigun hopes that the bob-
sled team will help create opportunities for winter sports to take place in Nigeria.

Their amazing journey to qualification and on to PyeongChang actually began in Houston, with a wooden sled 
they christened “The Maeflower.”  Adigun started a Go Fund Me campaign late last year to raise $75,000 US, 
in 11 months,in order to fund their 
Olympic bid.  And, signed a sponsor-
ship deal with Visa this past week.

This Reporter will certainly be look-
ing for and cheering these 3 on in 
next year’s Winter Olympics to be 
held in Pyeongchang, South Korea, 
in February.

 

PHOTO: Akuoma Omeoga (left), Seun Adi-

gun (middle) and Ngozi Onwumere of the 

Nigerian women’s bobsled team. (Insta-

gram: bsfnigeria)

It is confirmed! Justin Timberlake is going to make history on Super Bowl 

LII!
He will become the first artist with 3 Super Bowl performances! His 
first Super Bowl was in 2001 at the Raymond James Stadium ( Tampa, 
Florida), when he was part of ’N Sync, sharing the stage with Aerosmith, 
Britney spears, Mary J. Blige and Nelly. Produced by MTV under the theme 
“The Kings of Rock and Pop”.

The year after, he premiered his debut solo single “ Like I Love you” at the 
MTV Music Awards. His career as a solo artist started to rise and has not 
stop since.
It was not until 2004, when he came back to the Super Bowl stage. This 
time as a solo artist and along side with Jessica Simpson, the Spirit of 
Houston from the University of Houston and the the Ocean of Soul of 
Texas Southern University marching bands, Janet Jackson, P. Diddy, 
Nelly, and Kid Rock. This Super Bowl half time show will be always remem-
ber as the “Super Bowl XXXVIII halftime show controversy” or “ Wardrobe 
Malfunction”.
In the history of the super bowl, the most times an artist has been part 
of the half time show is two, and after almost 14 years Justin Timber-
lake comes back to make history! It was a long wait but worth it.  He has 
become more popular than ever, and the expectations are high, but if you 
have ever had the opportunity to see the amazing productions he has 
been bringing on his tour, you’ll know this is going to be amazing.   I per-
sonally, have no doubt that his half time show will be absolutely brilliant!

Suit and Tie for the Superbowl!
By: Paula Zerpa  |  Photo: Billboard.com 
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